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BARTIMAEUS SEES	Grades 5-6

“I Need” Notes
Kids lay white paper over colored bubbles to create a unique stationery design. Stationery may be used for asking questions and sharing thoughts with family members, friends, and God. Kids will remember that when we are bold in our faith, unexpected things can happen.

Spark Resources:
None

Supplies:
Large cereal or soup bowls 
Food coloring or tempera paint
Measuring spoon, ½ teaspoon
Straws
White copy paper, 8½” x 11” (22 cm x 28 cm) 
Clear liquid dish soap, ¼ cup (60 mL)
Measuring cup, ¼ cup
Plastic tablecloth
Water
Markers or colored pencils, optional

Set Up: 
Cover workspace with plastic tablecloth. 
	Set out one bowl per kid. 
	Pour ¼ cup (60 mL) of dish soap and a splash of water into each bowl. If you’re using tempera paint, water it down for kids to use.

Instructions: 
Sometimes it’s scary to ask for things! That’s why God gives us strength to be bold. Bartimaeus was bold and asked Jesus to heal him. And Jesus did! When we’re bold in our faith, unexpected things can happen. Today we’re going to create some special stationery using bubbles. You can use your stationery to write important messages and questions to your family, friends, and to God. Be bold in your decorating. And be bold in your asking. You never know what might happen when you are. 

Choose a color and add 2-3 drops of food coloring or a ½ teaspoon (3 mL) of watered-down tempera paint to the bubble and water mixture.
Place straw in the bowl and blow air into the soap mixture. It may take practice to really get things to bubble up. Be sure NOT to suck in on the straw or your mouth will fill with soap.
As soon as bubbles rise just over the top of the bowl, carefully lay white paper on top of the bubbles. They will pop leaving a print. Gently flip the paper over and lay it flat to dry.
Repeat with the next sheet of stationery. Bubble-print as many papers as time allows. 

You did a nice job making stationery today. What are you going to use your stationery sheets for? Allow time for answers. We can write letters to lots of people. Be bold! Ask questions and be honest. Remember when we are bold in our faith, unexpected things can happen.

If you have less time …
Forgo the bubbles. Get markers moving and have kids draw a colored border around stationery edges and envelope lips. 

If you have more time …
Draw a border or corner designs with colored pencil or markers before adding the bubble print. 

